
                    

 

 

 

COP30 Explained: Purpose, 
Impact and Relevance 
15 September 2025 

This year the 30th Conference of the Parties (COP) will take place from 10 to 21 November in 
Belém, Brazil. Being the first COP to be held in the Amazon region, this summit aims to send a 
powerful message by placing nature, Indigenous peoples and the Global South at the heart of 
global climate diplomacy. 

​
What is COP? ​
Since 1995, the parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) have been meeting annually at a global summit, called Conference of the Parties 
(COP). Since then, each year a country is chosen to host the summit on a rotating basis 
among the five regional groups of the United Nations. Those summits aim to assess progress 
and negotiate multilateral responses to combating climate change. Over the years they 
became a global benchmark, bringing actors from different sectors and ages, including youth, 
to set international standards, accelerate the global energy transition, and support developing 
countries in adapting and building resilience to increasingly amplified climate issues. 

Why is this year’s COP important? 

COP30 marks a key milestone in the Paris Agreement process. All parties are expected to 
submit their updated five-year climate plans, known as Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs), by September 2025. Through these NDCs, members of the UNFCCC aim to build on 
the legacy of past COPs and the Paris Agreement, moving beyond negotiations toward 
systemic transformation. 
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What should we expect from COP30? 

●​ Climate Finance & Equity: Mobilizing at least USD 1.3 trillion per year by 2035 [1] to 
support developing countries, on top of contributions from developed countries, 
combined with private sources, important for mitigation, as well as adaptation [2]. 

●​ From Commitments to Action: COP30 seeks to move the climate regime beyond 
negotiations into an era of full-scale implementation. Countries are urged to submit 
ambitious, revised NDCs aligned with the 1.5 °C goal.  

●​ Forests and the Amazon: Brazil is advocating for increased international support to 
protect and restore forests, with the proposed Tropical Forests Forever Facility [3] 
designed to channel performance-based finance directly to tropical forest nations and 
Indigenous People. 

●​ Embedding Justice and Equity in Climate Governance: The Brazilian presidency is 
aiming to launch a Global Ethical Stocktake [4] to reflect on the ethical responsibilities 
behind climate action. Civil society dialogues, Indigenous leadership and new 
participatory governance will be core to Stocktake, with the aim of advancing the 
concept of a Globally Determined Contribution [5]. 

Along these four priorities, COP30 will also emphasize other critical areas such as amplifying 
multilevel governance, strengthening the six negotiation pillars [5] (from food systems to 
technology) and mainstreaming climate across global diplomacy spaces like the G20 and 
IMF.  

Why is it important for EYEN? 

COP30 emerges as a momentum for EYEN. One of the main priorities of the network this year 
is focused on promoting green jobs and  ensuring inclusive access for youth within this 
growing sector. With justice, inclusion and implementation at the core of the summit’s 
agenda, COP30 offers a key platform to push for stronger commitments on youth 
employment, skills development and access to decision-making spaces. As countries revise 
their climate plans and unlock new finance mechanisms, it is the role of the network to ensure 
that youth are considered and actively empowered to drive the transition toward a fair, 
sustainable energy future, where no one is left behind.  
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